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Have you ever watched a really big,
healthy tree stand its ground in a storm?
The wind rages and rain drives down upon
the earth with such a vengeance you
would think the earth and sky are at war
with each other. But because the tree is
strong, the branches move with the wind.
A branch might even break on occasion
but, if the roots are deep in the earth,
they are untouched by the storm. For
me, trees are such a symbolic example
of what we as believers can look like;
either really beautiful and strong or weak
and rootless, about to be ripped apart by
the next storm. | don’t know about you but
| want to be strong and beautiful even as
the wind and rain rage around me.

If we are not grounded in the Word of God,
and if our identity is not deeply rooted in
our identity in Christ, it won't take much
to shake us. Our root system and the soil
it's nourished by effects everything we
do, everything we think, and everything
we believe. Just because we have given our
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heart to Jesus and have decided we want to
serve God (maybe we even do a DTS) it does
not mean we are done with the discipling
process. Discipleship is a life long process.
The moment we think we have arrived is
the very moment we are in trouble. Sadly
| have seen many people never fully reach
all that God has for them because they
were never given the tools to build with.

So because of this, the LTC (Living Tree
Centre) is in the process of developing
tools and programs to enable the staff
and YWAM Amsterdam to fulfill the
highest the God has for them. We don't
want to see weak, wimpy, sickly trees
who fear every strong wind that begins
to howl against them. Our heart is to see
oaks of righteousness who have no fear of
the elements because of being so deeply
rooted in God. They stand tall and strong
no matter what comes against them. We
become mature by walking out of the
behaviours of our past. We become people
who love the light, who are transparent,
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and accountable to those around us.
We are now developing mentorship and
accountability groups, pastoral care,
Member Care and Theophostic Prayer
(prayer for inner healing) and deliverance.
We are created as body, mind and spirit so
in order to be whole we need to address
all these areas.

Our passion is to see the city transformed
and impacted by the body of Christ and
in order to see that, we first need to be
transformed - otherwise we will have very
little authority in the world around us.

Kim Gehring
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WILL STACKEN

Nationality:
American

Staff since:
September 05

Ministry:
The Cleft, DTC, Living Tree Centre

IN THE SPOTLIGHT

What are you involved in with YWAM A’dam?
Currently | am working with the Cleft
Ministries in Amsterdam’s Red Light District.
In addition to this | helped begin a ministry
called the Living Tree Centre here at YWAM
Amsterdam. Also, | just finished working part
time with the January 2009 DTS.

How long have you been involved?
| have been working with YWAM Amsterdam
for 4 (amazing!) years now.

What is your ministry about and what is your
role within that ministry?

| am leading a church service that meets
on Tuesday Evenings. This community of

people is made up of homeless and lonely men,
backpackers traveling through Europe, as well
as guests from a local Christian hostel. In
addition to this, | help with the leadership of
the Cleft and am responsible for that buildings
maintenance. | am also helping to found the
Living Tree Centre, which is seeking to help
YWAM Amsterdam in its staff development
goals. With the January DTS School | assisted
with “1 on 1's”, small groups and performed
a Pastoral Visit to an outreach team working
in Thailand.

What is your main vision?
My desire is to provide and be a channel for
Mentorship, Discipleship and Pastorship for

the church internationally.

For me, YWAM has been my gateway into the
frontier of international missions. It has given
me the chance to see the Gods work and God
people from all around the world. This is an
indescribable blessing! | came into the mission
with a Bachelor's degree in youth ministry
and YWAM gave me the opportunity to take
my knowledge and develop practical skills
for working in the global Church. After
serving with YWAM for so long | am now
much more aware of where the Church is,
and where it is not globally. | have grown a
deeper-rooted passion to truly ‘Know God and
Make Him Known!'
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ormed in what schools we're hoping to bring here to our campus.
For more info on any of the schools or seminars listed below, contact: info@uofnamsterdam.com

These schools and seminars are in our
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Discipleship Training Schools

The DTS is an intensive discipleship course focused
on missions which encourages young adults to grow in
their relationship with God. This course is for those who
want their lives to count for eternity. It's about learning
the ways of God, hearing His voice and allowing Him to
transform your life.

January DTS (Dutch / English)
January 3 - June 18, 2010

April DTS (Spanish / English)
April 4 - September 17, 2010

July DTS (Korean / English)
July 4 - Dec 17, 2010

‘Your Career with God’ / Business Training

What does God have to do with your job? Isn't money the
root of all evil? Can you be a Christian in a secular work
environment? Are ‘ambition” and ‘career’ compatible with
the Christian faith?

Follow the course ‘Your Career with God’ in Amsterdam.
Meeting on the first Thursday of every month at the
University of the Nations campus, Nieuwevaart 3, 1018AA,
Amsterdam. Language - DUTCH

Beginning - September 3, 2009
Completing - May 6, 2010

For more info, contact Steve at stevea@jmeo.nl
or check out the web site: www.cbmc.nl

Intercessory Missionary Internship

The IMI (also known as the Fire in the Night) is a 3-month
internship targeting those who seek to be equipped for
leadership at their local house of prayer or who intend to
join staff at the Tabernacle of the Nations in Amsterdam.

September 26 - December 19, 2009

Body Fitness Training

This is a 1-month course to receive certification for
becoming a coach, trainer and teacher - facilitated by
Coach Powers (www.powerandmight.org)

November 1 - 29, 2009

For more info, contact Karin at karinb@jmeo.nl

Foundations in Intercultural Studies
January - March 2010

English as a Second Language School
January - March 2010

TESOL (Teaching English to
Speakers of Other Languages)
April 2010

School of Cinematography
April - June 2010

For more information on any of the above schools
or for a registration form, please contact us at the
address below or e-mail: reg@jmeo.nl

ADDRESS:
Kadijksplein 18, 1018 AC, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

CONTACT:
tel: +31 20 530 2100 fax: +31 20 530 2101
e-mail: info@jmeo.nl

BANKING:

ABN-AMRO: 41.89.54.291
IBAN: NLO2ABNA0418954291
BIC: ABNANL2A

For USA tax deductible gifts: please make your cheque payable to YWAM
Amsterdam and mail it to: PO Box 26479 Colorado Springs, CO 80936

PRAYER POINTS

Thank God for the Living Tree Centre and their heart to see the
staff of YWAM Amsterdam walking in their full calling and potential. Pray
they will have the strength, insight and clarity to the specific points we need
to address as a base.

Thank God for Will Stacken and his work with YWAM Amsterdam over the
past 4 years. Pray for him to continue strong in his calling to be a channel for
mentorship, discipleship and pastorship for the church internationally.

Thank God for the University of the Nations Urban Campus Amsterdam.
Pray that new schools will be developed and the nations will come to be
educated in the seven spheres of influence. Pray for guidance, wisdom and
finances for advancement in the new wing of De Poort.

New mural at the entrance of the UofN, Amsterdam. It reads in Dutch:
LAAT UW LICHT SCHIJNEN which means “Let your light shine”

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Would you like to be involved with Youth With

A Mission Amsterdam? We have various openings for volunteers of all ages!

For information about our volunteer needs, please contact the Personnel
Department at the address below or e-mail: application@jmeo.nl






